
 

 

 

 

Exciting Explorers 

  

Maths 

Year 1 KIRFs: Number bonds to 10, 20, 100.  

Year 2 KIRFs: Number bonds to 10, 20, 100. 

Time – The children learn how to understand and measure time in 

everyday life. They begin by learning the days of the week and months of 

the year, then move on to telling the time using o’clock, half past, quarter 

past and quarter to. They also learn to read clocks to 5-minute intervals 

and understand units of time such as seconds, minutes and hours. By the 

end, children can solve simple problems involving time, including how 

many minutes are in an hour and how many hours are in a day. 

Mass, capacity and temperature - The children learn to compare and 

measure mass, volume, capacity and temperature using standard units 

such as grams, kilograms, millilitres and litres. They also solve simple 

problems using the four operations and learn to compare temperatures 

in everyday contexts. 

Position and direction - The children learn to use positional language to 

describe where objects are and how they move. They practise describing 

movement and turns, including left, right, forwards and backwards, and 

combine these skills to follow and give simple directions.   

Science  

Focus: Biology—Living Things and their Habitats 

The pupils will be exploring the differences between living and non-living 

things. They will be able to discuss the characteristics that make 

something a living thing, including movement, respirations, sensitivity, 

growth, reproductions, excretion and nutrition. The children will then be 

able to use that knowledge to identify objects that were living and are 

now dead and those that have never lived. Throughout the unit, the 

children will explore different habitats, including deserts, oceans, forests, 

grasslands, polar and rainforests and learn about the animals and plants 

that live there. The children will explore how animals and plants have 

adapted to suit their environment and understand the fundamental 

things a habitat needs. Following this, the children will then explore 

microhabitats within the school grounds. Finally, the children will explore 

where animals obtain their food from and will present their 

understanding in a simple food chain.  

  

  

History 

Focus: Lives of Significant Individuals - Neil Armstrong 

The children will be launched into the new unit through a visit to the 

National Space Centre. This trip will introduce them to what exists beyond 

our planet. This includes rockets, preparing for space travel, other planets 

and the moon. Once back at school, we will zoom in to the life of Neil 

Armstrong - who is a significant person in history. We will study his life from 

birth and how his career developed - including the important event of him 

being the first person to land on the moon. We will use a range of sources to 

find out about this historical moment and use our chronological skills to 

place significant events of his life in order. 

RE 
Focus:  How should we care for the world and for others, and why does it 

matter?  
The children will look at what things they can do to look after the environment, 

the people around them and themselves. They will look at influential people such 
as Mother Teresa. They will look at how Christians believe we should look 

after  the world and what the bible tells them about this.  
  

The children will look at what things they can do to look after the environment, 

the people around them and themselves. 

 

Music 

Unit: Reflect, Rewind and Replay Children 
explore the history of music while revisiting 

songs and activities from across the year. 
They develop their understanding of key 
musical elements such as pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, tempo, and dynamics, and use simple 
musical vocabulary to discuss what they 
hear. Through listening, performing, and 

composing, pupils reflect on their learning 
and build confidence in their musical skills. 

 

DT 

Focus: Levers 

In this unit children will be given the opportunity to explore mechanisms 

such as sliders and levers, this unit aims to give children a deeper 

understanding of how mechanisms work. We will begin by exploring a range 

of existing products that use mechanisms, such as moving picture books. We 

will then go onto learning how to create our own sliders and levers and 

incorporate them into a moving picture of an explorer, this links with our 

overall theme for the term of explorers. The children will design and sketch 

their own designs before moving onto following instructions on how to 

create their own. The previous unit would have given them some knowledge 

of art materials and ways we can connect them, therefore they will be 

starting this unit with some knowledge that we will be able to draw upon to 

help them with the new skills they will learn.  

English 

Year 1 Key text: Dear Dinosaur by Chae Strathie and Where the wild things 
are 
Year 2 Key text: The Twits by Roald Dahl  
Year 1:  When Max visits a museum, he leaves full of questions… but what if a 
T-Rex could write back?! This fun and imaginative story follows Max as he 
begins an exciting letter-writing adventure with a dinosaur. Children will love 
exploring this unlikely friendship while learning to write their own questions 
and exclamations—and joining ideas using “and” to make their writing even 
more exciting! n Where the Wild Things Are, Max sails away to an island filled 
with wild creatures after being sent to his room. Although the Wild Things 
make him their king, Max soon realises he misses home and the people who 
love him most. This imaginative story explores emotions, adventure, and the 
comfort of belonging. 
Year 2: In this fun and slightly disgusting unit, Year 2 pupils explore storytelling 
and recount writing inspired by The Twits by Roald Dahl. Pupils will adapt 
ideas such as “wormy spaghetti” into their own versions like “maggot rice,” 
retelling parts of the story creatively. They will learn to vary conjunctions (one 
per sentence), use the past progressive tense, and match verbs with adverbs. 
Children will then focus on sustaining present tense, choosing effective 
adjectives, and varying sentence types. The unit ends with a recount to the 
police about being stuck in the sticky tree, using all learned skills. 
 

PSHE 

Focus: Relationships 

The children will be looking at healthy 

relationships. They will look at friendships and 

how to maintain them. The children will also look 

at the definition of bullying and how they can ask 

for help.  

Computing 

Focus: Unit 2.8 Presenting Ideas  

The children will explore how a story can be 

presented in different ways. We will explore 

how to make quizzes, a fact-file and a 

presentation for the class. 

PE 
Focus: Agility, balance, co - ordination via 

athletics and sports day.  The children will learn 
techniques for throwing. They will also learn 

techniques for jumping for distance and jumping 
combinations.  
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